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Capitol Day for Class 57 Student Government
By: Cadet Church, Plt.3

On Thursday, March 14, the graveyard shift of Cadre woke up 12 cadets at 4:15 AM. The Student Government cadets, Color Guard cadets and a
VIP cadet were woken up with a bright red flashlight. Then we hustled into the latrine (bathroom) to get ready quickly. Not quite awake yet the
cadets ate chow and brushed their teeth before everyone else. We then loaded our gear and ourselves into the small white bus and headed over
Santiam pass. We were allowed to bring our pillows, thankfully. It didn’t take long before every cadet was slouched in their seat, leaning on other
cadets for support and the open-mouthed snoring began. Three hours later we made it to our state’s capital - Salem.
Once we finished parking in front of the capitol building, we saw a large amount of people standing on the steps of the capitol. This sight had all
of us in shock; tourists, protestors and lots of movement. Before unloading the bus, State Police came out to inspect the drill rifles that were to be
used in the color guard presentation. We put on our gloves and covers and made our way through the crowd and into the building.
We were able to have the chance to meet with local representatives Cheri Helt and Jack Zika and we were their guests in the House of Representatives. They acknowledged us by giving courtesies and Mr. Zika spoke about our program. Once the two color guards and page cadets were separated into the Senate side and the House side, we were able to get a closer look.
Our Color Guard practiced a few times, posting the American flag and the Oregon State flag. Finally, all the representatives were in their seats
and we did it for real. Cadet Tarshis gave the cadence for the Representative side and led color guard down the aisle and back. For only having
about three days of practice, we did a great job. Cadet Gorbitt, gave the cadence for the Senate side color guard team. He led the color guard to
post the colors and march them to the exit. All in all, the teams did a great job and looked confident.
Once colors were posted, all cadets were able to act as house pages. We were handed notes to pass to representatives on the floor. We listened to
them vote on three bills and some representatives spoke on their opinions and beliefs. After we all had a few chances to pass on some notes to the
representatives, we slipped outside and went to lunch. We found a few benches to sit on in the sunshine around a statue. Once we were finished,we went back inside for a tour.
We viewed some artwork done by an unknown juvenile youth that is displayed in the hallways underground. We were taken through Governor
Kate Brown’s office and had our photo taken. We were even able to go into the room that all the security cameras are shown on a bunch of small
screens. They showed us the footage of us marching down the center and posting colors. Of course we pointed out our mistakes, but to everyone
else they all said we did an amazing job.
Our last stop was to the treasury. The original vault where money and even gold bars were kept a long time ago. We walked inside of it and were
amazed, it looked just like bank vaults in the movies. We finally made our way to the bus and we immediately assumed the relaxed position leaning against each other as pillows. The radio played and we fell asleep, eventually waking up in Bend. We slept nearly the entire time. OYCP
doesn’t have a “nap time,” so we all took advantage of the long bus ride. It was a great day for learning about Oregon government and how bills
are made into laws. Lastly, the sun was shining all day, for the first time in a long time.
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Food Drive

By: Cadet Matia, Plt. 1
At OYCP, every class there is a Food Drive. We donate to those in need. The non profit organization we
donate the food to is called Neighbor Impact. They distribute the food all through Central Oregon. This
food is going to low income families, homeless and the elderly who can’t always afford to buy food.
Before first break we had the assignment given to us by our Student Government. We were asked to try
to collect some donated food. Our task was to go out and ask for donations and bring those donations
back to the OYCP facility when we returned from break.
The next day came, it was first break. This was the first time that I have seen my parents in a few months
and that was the best feeling I have had in a very long time. As soon as we started driving down the
driveway of OYCP I told my parents that during the weekend we would need to go to the supermarket
and ask for food dominations for the Food Drive. The next day, I went with my mom to Costco and
bought a few bags of rice and some cans of beans. I was happy, I didn’t need to worry about anything
else for the rest of the weekend and could spend some time with friends and family. Just as soon as it
started my break was over and we drove back to the facility so I could continue with the program and
donate the food that I collected.
We arrived at the facility, my brother and I dropped off the food and then it was time to say goodbye. A
week later, I was chosen to go drop off the food at the local Food Bank with a few other cadets. After we
weighed the bundles of food it was around 5,520 pounds and to beat the school record we needed 6,213
pounds. We didn’t quite make it, but we did make a tremendous difference for those in need in the community of Central Oregon.
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First Break
By Cadet Barber, Plt. 3

Everyone was super excited for first break. Almost every girl, including me, Cadet Barber, 3 rd platoon, had
made a countdown sheet. We would cross off everyday and every night until break. The thought of first
break motivated me to stay busy and work my hardest in the hopes that time would pass by much quicker.
The night before break, I became so excited just thinking about going home to see all my friends and family
and tell all of the exciting things I have done. I also wanted to tell them about everything I have accomplished in these two months. At 4 A.M. there were already girls who were awake or they just couldn’t sleep
because we were going home in a couple hours. This disruption in sleep made us have to do some intense
incentive training. I honestly didn’t mind this because it was just another silly story I would be able to tell
my family and friends. I was very happy to see my mom and boyfriend who came to pick me up. Seeing
them caused me to tear up with joy.
When I got home, I was surprised by my whole family and my best friend waiting for me all excited to see
me. It only took me an hour after I got home to go shopping. Which I told myself I wouldn’t and there was
no reason to, but I just couldn’t resist. Of course I had to go to Chick Fil A and the civilian food tasted better than ever since coming to OYCP. Because at OYCP we have a very regimented and healthy diet. I’m
genuinely a healthy person so I didn’t have any McDonalds or Taco Bell or such that all the other cadets
were raving about. I would go get Berry Bowls for lunch, avocado and toast in the mornings and would be
taken to 5 star restaurant dates.
My best friend showed me all the new music that has come out while I’ve been here at OYCP and we
would blast the tunes while driving around running errands and doing our thing. The rest of the day was
pretty relaxing. I got a massage (which was really needed), and I would drive to awesome viewpoints admiring my home.
Being at OYCP made me appreciate the little things in life. It has also made me much more time efficient
with everything I do. I would say “sir” or “ma’am” to strangers or family accidentally sometimes because I
am so used to saying it 10,000 time a day. This was so funny to me and my family didn’t know how to react. I was lucky to have sunny weather on break making it more fun and special. Spending time with
friends, family and the most important people of my life was truly amazing. I feel that my connections got
much stronger by attending this program. It has motivated me to be my best self.
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The OYCP Blood Drive
By: Cadet Vanbuskirk, Plt. 2

Have you ever thought about saving someone’s life? I have to be honest, I never though of what it would
be like to help save a life. Well, on the 29th and 30th of March 2019 we the cadets of OYCP did just that.
Most of us donated a pint of blood to the American Red Cross. We were told that our blood has the potential to save up to three lives per cadet so what’s 150 times 3. That is 450 lives we as a company could potentially save. So tell me, is it worth it, I think so!
This generous gift just makes me feel great because one small poke with a needle from me can save three
lives and with all the evil and selfishness out there in the world, why not be caring and give blood? I am so
proud of what we as a company and a school have done for the American Red Cross.
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Halfway Celebration
By: Cadet Nielson, Plt. 1

After going home for first break and then having to come back to OYCP it can be a struggle for some cadets. We return around
the halfway mark which was bitter sweet for me. Half of me felt happy that I’ve made it through almost half of the program but
the other half felt sad because I was away from family and friends again. Thankfully, being halfway through the program means
that you get to celebrate your hard work with a party.
The halfway party is a time when you’re able to roam around most of the facility and participate in a number of events without
cadre watching your every move. It’s a time to hangout with the friends that you’ve made at the program and finally be able to
talk freely with anyone you want, including opposite genders which is usually never allowed at OYCP.
As I said, there are a number of different activities that all the cadets have available to them. Outside, on the west side (which is
where we almost always have physical training), you’re able to play basketball and volleyball. That’s where I spent most of my
time. I also spent a long time playing dodgeball on the drill floor which had never been available to us before the party, that was a
lot of fun. Being able to mess around and have a good time took a lot of stress out of a lot of the cadets. For the following weeks
after the party, we haven’t been getting in trouble as much and I think it’s because we were able to get some much needed free
time.
Ok now back to the different events. In one of the classrooms there was a large variety of board games as well as music being
played by the request of the cadets. This was monitored by student government and teaching staff. In another classroom there
was a Wii game console plugged in with the game Just Dance set up and a lot of people enjoyed that. I personally avoided that
room because I am not the best dancer.
After the main events of the party ended, you met with your platoon and start cleaning up your assigned classroom and with the
whole platoon cleaning, it only took about five minutes. After that it was time to eat an early dinner. The dinner was the part of
the party I was looking forward to the most. Our elected student government cadets and our principal helped to plan the dinner by
choosing the food that we would like. We all had a teriyaki glazed hamburger with Hawaiian spicy wings on the side and for desert we all had a big ice cream sandwich made out of chocolate chip cookies and tasty ice cream. That was definitely the best
meal we’ve had at the program so far. Don’t get me wrong, the food here is great.
After the dinner ended, there was one last event. The whole company came together in one classroom and watched a movie. But
more importantly, we were all given a big bag of trail mix to munch on during the movie. This ended up being my favorite part of
the day. While I’m at home I’ve always loved to sit down and watch movies while eating food until I feel sick and that’s exactly
what happened this night. We watched Creed II and it didn’t end until around 10:00 which is later than our traditional 9:30 lights
out.
Everyone was excited for the halfway party and it didn’t disappoint. Between being able to talk freely for multiple hours with
friends and eat much more than usual, I was very satisfied with how the party went. When it gets to the halfway point in the program you can really start to feel down when you think about how long you’re away from home. Events like the halfway party
help reset your mind by giving you a time to relax and enjoy what you have accomplished at OYCP.
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Service to the Community at OYCP
By: Cadet Smith, Plt. 1
Here at OYCP (OREGON YOUTH CHALLENGE PROGRAM), we serve the community by helping out around Central Oregon. We do many types of volunteer work like; splitting firewood, directing traffic, and state park maintenance. At OYCP, all
the cadets get over 80 hours of community service and we all love to be out in the community working and cleaning up the
parks.
The trips here are also very enjoyable, with the cadre telling us fun stories on the bus ride to our work site. We also use a lot of
landscaping tools and use them with all our PPE gear and use the tools with proper safety instruction. PPE gear is personal protective gear like a hard hat, safety glasses, and gloves.
When we serve the community the cadets use all safety protocols like; not going near or around the wildlife or not touching
plants that are unidentified. We always inform the cadre when we find something that could be hazardous. Another safety
measure we take while out on S2C’s are watching our surroundings while using a shovel or a splitting mall. Overall, cadets
have fun on the service to community trips. We always practice “Safety First!”
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The Principal’s Page
Parents, thank you for attending the Oregon National Guard Youth Challenge Program’s (OYCP)
teacher and parent visitation. I hope you all enjoyed your visit before you departed for the afternoon with your cadet. I know it has been awhile since you have seen your child and they could not
wait to tell you all what they have accomplished while at OYCP.
Many of the cadets are on track to graduate from the program but some are still struggling. This
program is quite a culture shock to your child and some cadets still have a hard time meeting timelines and following directions. But, we all know that they are teenagers and that is something we,
as grow-ups, have experienced, right?
The cadets spent hours preparing for your visit. We have all been assisting them in their studies, in
hopes that they have developed the skills to meet or exceed 80% on all academic course work. We
have also been collecting and analyzing data to see how they are improving their physical stamina
with the Oregon Challenge Physical Fitness Test.
Your kids are working very hard to get everything completed in time to graduate in June. Your sons
and daughters have changed. Today they are in bed at a reasonable time, waking up to make their
beds, cleaning their rooms, brushing their teeth, eating healthy, getting plenty of exercise and going
to school. They are not asking for money, the car keys, a new cell phone, leaving the refrigerator
door open or being testy. What could be better?

OYCP News Letter Crew
Editor:
Mr. Butler

It is important that you, as parents, continue to praise and congratulate your cadet on the progress
they have made and continue to make. Keep the letters coming please. It hasn’t been easy for them.
They are proud of what they have accomplished in these past 14 weeks. I am so happy that they
were able to share their experience at OYCP with you. Visitation was their time to “shine.” I will
see you all at graduation.

Writers:
Cadet Matia
Cadet Nielsen
Cadet Leonard
Cadet Rauscher
Cadet Smith
Cadet Stone
Cadet Barber
Cadet Church
Cadet Jose

Glen “Skip” Butler
Principal/Lead Teacher
Oregon Challenge High School

Yes!, I’d like to help Oregon Youth ChalleNGe through the
Central Oregon Youth Investment Foundation.

I am donating…(Please make checks payable to “Central Oregon Youth Investment Foundation”)
____$50 ____$100 ____$200 Other $______
I would like my donation to toward:
 Cadet Scholarships
 Program Improvements/Support



I’m interested in becoming a mentor for an OYCP youth
I’d like more information about OYCP

Name:

.

Address:

.
.

Phone Number: Home:

Business Phone:

.

Email:

_______

Please detach this form and send it, along with your check in care of:
Oregon Youth Challenge Program
23861 Dodds Rd. Bend, OR 97701
Phone: 541-317-9623

www.facebook.com/ONGYCP
twitter.com/ongycp Main Program
twitter.com/OYCPpostres Mentors

OUR MISSION: Is to provide opportunities for personal growth, self improvement and academic achievement among Oregon high school drop outs, youth no longer attending and
those failing in school, through a highly structured non-traditional environment; integrating training, mentoring and diverse educational activities.
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